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On behalf of the Board of Directors, we hope each of you (JAMCCAR Families and Friends) had a wonderful 

Christmas, Kwanzaa and New Yearõs Celebration and extend wishes for a very healthy and successful New 

Year. Many of you may have had a busy Holiday Season but we hope that you can now pause and reflect on 

what you can be thankful for in 2009; what you are thrilled has changed and what you hope will remain the 

same. JAMCCAR continues to be grateful that we can share our mission and vision with others.  

 

In 2010, JAMCCAR will celebrate its 20th year of existence in Rockland County. We are indeed proud that 

we are able to expose and bring the Caribbean Culture to the County and surrounding areas. We are very 

busy making plans for a successful year and invite each of 

you, whenever possible, to volunteer your time and 
participate in the many events that will be planned 

throughout the year. Please be sure to read our 

correspondence to you and share the information with 

your family and friends.  

 

I would be remiss if I did not offer a special Thank you to 

the wonderful Board of Directors and Vice Chairs of the 

various committees for your diligence, support and 

commitment to the work of this organization during the 

past year.  

 

I look forward to having a fun-filled year and wish 

everyone the very best for 2010. 

  

Happy New Year to all! 

 

Carol Williams 

 

President 

JAMCCARõs 20th year 

A message f rom the  pres ident  

JAMCCAR has been in many of our lives for the past 19 years. This year we will be celebrating our 20th 

year and itõs as a result of all of our members, families and friends. We encourage you to continue your 

support of the organization and to continue to spread the message of JAMCCAR  

 

Plans are well on the way for JAMCCARõS 2 big events: Our 20th Anniversary Gala celebration and the 8th 

Annual Motherõs Day luncheon.  For the 20th Anniversary Dinner Dance celebration we want the òJamaican 

and Friendsó community to make this a most memorable event by giving us your full participation.  Most of 

you have been very supportive of both our events over the past years, so we thought to offer you 

something special this year.  We recognize that we are in tough economic times and still want to have your 

support.  As a very recognized organization in this community, let us continue to demonstrate our very rich 
and powerful heritage in Rockland.  Encourage your neighbors and friends to share our rich culture and 

òthings Jamaicanó by attending one of these functions.   Our Board of Directors would like to demonstrate 

our sincerity by eliminating some of the financial pressures in these difficult times.  While we are not in a 

position to lower the cost of tickets as that is determined by the service providers, we want to offer you an 

installment plan.    We hope to give members a 10% discount if you reserve tickets for both the Dinner 

Dance and Luncheon.   This will allow you to realize some savings and take the stress off.  Tickets will be 

available for by early February for both events.   When you reserve the "bundled" package, you can make 

arrangements to pay in four installments.  However, tickets must be fully paid, prior to the events.  We will 

publish more information shortly on how you can take advantage of this offering.  We'll also share 

information on the new convenient venue for the Gala. 
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The JAMCCAR Board of Directors extends best wishes 

to all members and friends of our JAMCCAR family and a 

special prayer to those who might be ill or who has lost a 

loved one during the past year. 

All remain in our thoughts and our prayers. 

 

Happy Holidays!! 

 

 

Membersh ip  

A message f rom the  board  

As we closed our 19th year and embark on our 20th year, I look back with pride at the various monthly 

programs presented for our members. Our expert presenters help keep us fiscally and physically fit, current 

on education and political issues and foster the preservation of Caribbean culture in our communities. Your 

JAMCCAR membership is a highly valued part of your commitment to our community. 

 

On behalf of the Executive Board, thank you to all of you who have sustained 

paid up membership year after year. Your investment has paid great dividends, 

especially as it relates to the organizationõs role in the nurturing and growth of 

our children. Of course, thank you to new members; I trust that your 

expectations of JAMCCAR were exceeded. For those of you who have allowed 
your membership to lapse we need you to be active again. Yes, your dues 

payment does help us fund programs; however we also need your active 

participation. Each of us brings unique experiences to the table and as a result 

adds depth and breadth to our discussions . Looking forward to our activities in 

2010, Iõm asking that each of us reaffirm a commitment to JAMCCAR in two 

ways: 1) renew your membership during the first two months of the year and, 2) 

be a recruiter for JAMCCAR; encourage fellow òJamaicans and friendsó to join 

and/or renew their membership. Look for a membership/renewal application in this newsletter and in our 

January meeting notice. Call Chris at 914-393-2555 for additional information about JAMCCAR membership.  
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JAMCCARõs Board Members & Committee Chairs 

In  Memory  of  Found ing  Member  Mr .  Ransford  Gregg  

At the November monthly meeting held on Friday November 13, 2009 at the Spring Valley Youth Bureau at 

the Louis Kurtz Civic Center, a moment of silence was observed in honor of the passing of Mr. Ransford 

Gregg, founding member and Board member of JAMCCAR. 

 

Longtime members reflected on his passing, many recalled that he was a pleasant, quiet and humble person 

who was not only a committed, diligent, conscientious and methodical Treasurer but was also a faithful 

member of this organization.  We will be forever indebted to him for his many years of service. 

 

Mr. Gregg is survived by his wife Lilieth and children, Heather and Sheldon to whom we extended our 

condolences and gratitude. We know that they will treasure his memories and the legacies he left behind. 
 

Submitted on behalf of: 

The Executive Board and Members of JAMCCAR  
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We are online at: 

Facebook as: Rockland Jamccar. 

Email: jamccarja@gmail.com 

Web: http://www.planet-rockland.org/

jamccar/ 

 

 

May Peace, Joy, Happiness and Unity follow our JAMCCAR family throughout 

2010. 

 

Millicent Johnson-James 

Fundra is ing  

A message  f rom the Record ing  Secre tary :  

On October 4th, in conjunction with Penguin repertory theatre we had a very successful fund raiser when 

we saw the play "Free Man of Color" Everyone seeing the play enjoyed it, below is a slight synopsis of the 

play. 

The two-act play examines the life of John Newton Templeton, who became Ohio University's first African-

American graduate in 1828 and the fourth African-American graduate in the United States. 

  

A freed slave, Templeton developed a close and unique relationship with Ohio University President Robert 

Wilson and his wife, Jane. The Wilsons, devout Presbyterians, were highly supportive of the 

United States' use of Liberia as a colony for freed slaves.  During the play, 

Templeton ponders the question of why Wilson recruited him to Ohio 
University and asks himself whether a freed slave is really free? 

This play will be running off Broadway in NYC during the summer of 2010, if you 

did not see it, you should. 

After the play we enjoyed a delightful dinner at Renee's Restaurant in Spring 

Valley. The food was tasty, the wine excellent and company wonderful.  

 

Our NEXT Fund raiser will be on SATURDAY MAY 1ST BUS RIDE 

TO ATLANTIC CITY.  

 

One Love  
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I would like to thank all of our members and friends in 2009 who have provided us with their updated 

information.  I would especially like to thank the members and friends who have generously given us their 

email addresses. 

 

However, if you have not had a chance to give us your new information please take this opportunity to 

email your changes to jamccarja@gmail.com. 

  

In doing this you and your family will be helping us to keep JAMCCAR 

"GREEN" and environmentally friendly.- . By adding your information to 

our database, you will be able to get all the most up to date information 
from the organization on a timely basis .  But most of all  Members and 

Friends you will be  helping us to do our part on being "GREEN.".  

  

From me, I would like to wish the best for 2010 to one and all. 

  

"today something amazing is going to happen to me"   "plush"  

  

Oney Currithers-Barron  

A message f rom the  Cor responding  Secre ta ry :  

http://www.planet-rockland.org/jamccar/
http://www.planet-rockland.org/jamccar/
mailto:atjamccarja@gmail.com
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Our annual Motherõs Day luncheon was held on Saturday, May 9, 2009 from noon to 4:00 p.m. at the Nyack 

Seaport at 21 Burd Street, Nyack, and featured our acclaimed Ekklipse steel band in performance, a fashion 

show, guest performers, raffles and other activities.  We also honored four outstanding women who have 

impacted the lives of many through their accomplishments, dedicated voluntary service and significant 

contributions to many organizations in the Rockland community over the years:  

¶ Mrs. Lois Butler; 

¶ Mrs. Merle Petersen George; 

¶ Mrs. Cecilia Moone-Ford; 

¶ Dr. Winsome Downie Rainford 

 

As in the past, proceeds from this event benefited our Scholarship Fund for deserving graduating high school 

students.  

 

This was a very successful SOLD OUT event. SAVE THE DATE ð MAY 8 ð for the 2010 Motherõs Day 

luncheon!  

Millicent Johnson-James - Luncheon Committee Chairperson 

Motherõs Day Luncheon 
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Tracing the History and Culture of the Caribbean through the Lens of the Steel Pan  

 

Saturday, June 13, 2009 - 7:00 p.m. ï 9:00 p.m. 

Ramapo High School , 400 Viola Road, Spring Valley, NY 

 

Made possible in part with funds from the Community Arts Grants program of the Arts Council of 

Rockland, and the Decentralization Program of the New York State Council on the Arts, and a 
generous grant secured by Assemblywoman Ellen Jaffee.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Ekk l ipse  2009 concer t  
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Annual Kay Baxter Cricket match.  Won by the Brass City Cricketers.    

 

Kay Bax te r  Memor ia l  Cr icke t  match  
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In keeping with JAMCCARõs annual tradition, we proudly presented scholarships and other cash awards at the 2009 

Independence Gala.   

Scholarship Award Recipients  

 

The following three 2009 graduating high school students were our Scholarship Award Recipients for their academic 

excellence, community service and other accomplishments: 

 

Kimberly Coker - A graduate of Paramus Catholic High School who is now attending the University of 

Connecticut as an Animal Science major in the College of Agriculture & Natural Resources.  Her career 

aspiration is to become a clinical veterinarian.  Kimberly was a member of the National Honor Society and the 
International Language Honor Society. Kimberlyõs many community involvements included: Nyack NAACP 

Youth Division; playing soccer for her high school and the Clarkstown Soccer Club; volunteering at Spring 

Valley United Methodist Church; and participating in many JAMCCAR youth programs and activities.  

 

Kendra Isaacs  - A graduate of Ramapo High School who is now pursuing a degree in Fashion Merchandising 

at Berkeley College ð and has big plans to influence the design industry with fresh ideas and materials. Kendra 

was a very active and committed member of JAMCCARõs Ekklipse Steel Band for five years. Kendra is truly a 

global citizen who has traveled to many countries as part of the People to People Ambassador program and 

has seized the opportunities to learn about other cultures.  She has represented her school in athletic events, 

and has also shared her singing, dancing and acting talents at her high school and in the larger community.   

 

Tanya Young  ð A graduate of Ramapo High School who is now attending Drexel University.  Tanyaõs 

activities in her school and the larger community included: treasurer of the Spring Valley NAACPõs youth 

chapter; president of the youth group and acolyte captain at St. Paulõs Episcopal Church, Spring Valley; 

member of JAMCCARõs youth group; and member of Key Club and senior class treasurer.  Tanya captained 

her schoolõs dance company. She won gold in the NY NAACPõs ACT-SO competition drawing category, and 

silver and bronze in dance.  Tanyaõs designs have been featured on CEJJES Cultural Diaspora Program and 

other programs. She plans to incorporate her art skills into business endeavors ð creating a clothing and shoes 

line and possibly opening a dance studio and firmly believes that òthe sky is the limit.ó 

 

Criteria for consideration of a scholarship award include: at least a òBó average; proof of college acceptance; an essay 

(minimum 500-words) discussing accomplishments, community service and career goals; a recommendation by a 

teacher, guidance counselor or JAMCCAR member; of Jamaican parentage or a member of JAMCCAR; submission of 

application by the deadline date of April 15; and a personal interview with the scholarship committee.  Scholarship 

applications for 2010 are available from guidance counselors of all county high schools as well as from JAMCCAR 

Board / Scholarship committee members. 

Other Awards  

 

We recognized and celebrated other graduating high school students who participated in and contributed to 

JAMCCARõs Steel Band, art and essay competition, and /or various community programs and activities: 

Esther Deslandes ; Aubrey Puranda ; Carlos Noel ; and Alton Taylor . Through the Norman 

McCallum Scholarship Fund  we also made awards to two of our young adults - Kahlil Chu For  and 

Nastassia Verley  - who are already attending college and who continue to lend their expertise to our 

Ekklipse Steel Band. Additionally, we continued to make a donation to the Martin Luther King Multi-Purpose 

Centerõs Summer Camp program. 

 

We wish all our recipients well. We remind everyone that the Scholarship Fund is supported by proceeds 

from the Independence Gala raffle, Motherõs Day luncheon, other fund-raising events and contributions from 

individuals. We thank you for your continuing support. Please encourage deserving young people to apply for 

the 2010 awards.   
 

JAMCCARõs 2009 Scholarship Committee 

Mrs. Jean Fields (Chair), Dr. Winsome Downie-Rainford, Dr. Clover Hall,  

Andrea Osborne, Esq., and Mrs. Adlett Squires 

Scho larsh ip  
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On Saturday, August 1st, 2009, more than 300 JAMCCAR members and friends at our Annual 

Independence Gala and Scholarship Awards experienced an evening of elegance and fun in a tranquil, 

verdant setting at the beautiful New York Country Club in Rockland County. The gala, a centerpiece of our 

Heritage Month celebration, commemorated Jamaicaõs 47th year of Independence and JAMCCARõs 19th 

anniversary. The event was held under the Patronage of the Honorable Geneive Brown Metzger, Consul 

General of Jamaica in New York.  Guests enjoyed music by Soultone Disco and JAMCCARõS acclaimed Ekklipse 

steel band, a Grand Cocktail reception and complimentary drinks, Jamaican art show, silent auction and raffle, 

and a commemorative journal, and also cheered on our 2009 scholarship and other award recipients. 

Proceeds support our scholarship fund, steel band, and outreach efforts in the community and in Jamaica. The 

Gala committee and JAMCCARõs Board thank everyone who supported this event.  The change to the 
reception was based on a membership survey, recognition of the state of the economy and the need to have 

the best possible event, while keeping the cost down. Although many guests loved the change, based on 

feedback from others we will return to a plated dinner at our sure to be spectacular 20th anniversary event 

on August 7, 2010. 

 

Sonia Tracey-McCallum and Clover Hall, 2009 Co-Chairs  

 

Independence Gala  and Scholarship Aw ard s 
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Our annual Thanksgiving service and cultural celebration took place on Sunday, August 9 at 4:00 p.m. at St. 

Paul's Episcopal Church, Spring Valley.  The inspirational service was led by Jamaican-born Rev. Maxine 

Cleghorn, assisting priest at the Church of the Good Shepherd in the Bronx. It was interspersed with music, 

poetry, dance, drumming, and other forms of cultural expression coordinated by dramatist Eroll Holness, with 

organist Dr. David McCalla, dancer Rose Deats, JAMCCARõs Folk Singers, youth and adults under the theme 

Change for a Better World. Special guest performer and soloist was Jamaican-born Angela Barrett, who has 

studied Voice and Drama for many years and who is a member of the Bronx Concert Singers. The program 

was followed by a reception. The offertory from the service was donated to Maxfield Park Childrenõs Home 

in Jamaica and to St. Paulõs Churchõs Building Fund.  
 

 

Thanksg iv ing  Serv ice  and Cu l tura l  Ce lebra t ion ð 

Sunday,  August  9  
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Family day picnic at camp Scuffy. 

Fami ly  day  p icn ic  
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